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that important series is sharply divided into two entirely
different classes described in different volumes by different
men. Those with Latin inscriptions and struck at European
mints are put together under the Emperor in whose reign
they were struck and arranged under his name geographically
and also chronologically. You do not take all the coins
issued at Siscia or London or Tarragona respectively and
put them all together in a continuous series, under each of
their mint groups, but you distribute them among the various
Emperors who issued them. When we turn, however, to the
coins struck by the same Emperors or during their reigns by
the subject towns, which are inscribed not in Roman letters
but in Greek or Aramaic or Jewish letters and coined in the
Eastern dominions of the Empire, they are treated in an
entirely different way. The coins are then treated not as
local issues of one Imperial .master, but as the successors of
the autonomous series of the mint towns which were struck
before the Romans became their masters, and are scattered
through endless volumes and pages of the Catalogues of the
Greek series, and can only be discovered by hunting for each
coin individually, at a great loss of time and temper by those
who have a vast mass of literature to read through in their
work beside coins. Why a coin of Hadrian, for instance,
struck at Rome, or Lyons, or Treves should be catalogued
under the coins of -Hadrian while the coins of the same
Emperor struck at Ephesus, or Miletus, or Philippi, should
not even be mentioned in treating of the coinage of his reign,
passes my comprehension. The fact that the inscriptions on
the coins of Hadrian are written in different alphabets and
languages does not affect the first element in them, namely,
that they are coins of Hadrian. The series of his coins
enables us to understand better than any of his monuments,
the extent of his empire, the vast and wide-reaching activities
of that very ideal and gifted ruler, the changes made in
his reign and the local officers he employed. I mention